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From Pastor Dave 

Into the New Year 

H appy New Year! I hope your holidays were blessed, and I 
hope that your Christmas season 
found the gift it needed.  
 
As we head straight into a new year, 
our church takes no deep breath to 
recover from a busy Advent and 
Christmas; instead, we are preparing 
to move at full speed into the year 
with a full calendar, and many 
opportunities to be a part of a 
growing and thriving community.  
 
As we begin 2023, I wanted to share 
with you one blessing and one 
challenge that we face moving 
forward together.  
 
First, a blessing.  
 
As a testament to your continued 
faithfulness, we celebrate a 
community that has once again 
committed to greater financial giving 
than in the previous year. (See box 
below.) 
 
This makes three years in a row that 
you have increased the work and 
effectiveness of the ministries of this 

church through increased pledges. 
 
This trend of growing generosity was 
seen through the hardest months of 
the pandemic and continues even 
now as we launch new ministries 
(nursery care during worship 
services/our Grief Share ministry) 
and create new ways to serve our 
neighbors (ERT training in February 
2023/opportunities to serve at 
Mingus Mountain Camp).  
 
This year, your increased giving will 
go to the ministries we’ve committed 
to, and to the ways that we can best 
show compassion and grace to our 
communities. Having a blessing like 
this uncharacteristic generosity in 
the DNA of our community gives me 
great faith in the face of challenges 
we will be presented with in the 
coming year. 
 
Perhaps one of our largest challenges 
in 2023 will be our budget. We want 
to keep you apprised of the current 
situation so that you have the most 
current information about how we 
are rising to meet the challenge.  
Dove of the Desert has not been 

unique in moving forward with 
“deficit budgets” (Dave’s definition: 
when we plan to spend more money 
than we expect to receive). For 
several years, Dove has challenged 
its ministry leaders and community 
to think big, and to dream of what is 
possible through God. And each year, 
Dove has come through and fulfilled 
its financial obligations. This has 
never been a question.  
 
Dove’s ministry leaders and 
stewards of its resources have 
consistently proven to be women 
and men who understand the 
context of a unique budget like a 
church. A budget like this is one that 
bears the tension of faith in a God 
who gives life, and the unreliable 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

2023: $433k total pledged (119 pledging families) 

2022: $415k total pledged (123 pledging families) 

2021: $399k total pledged (108 pledging families) 

Comparison of Pledge Totals and Units, 2021-2023 



human system of economics, and the leadership  at Dove has consistently navigated such circumstances with steady 
success. The challenge to the budget this year is the size of the deficit that we are choosing to manage. In previous 
years, we have begun with deficit budgets, but with a smaller gap than we have for 2023, which is nearly $112,000. 
This is due largely to two factors: 

First, the decision to fully restart all of our ministries at full strength following almost two years of Covid limitations. 
Second, in committing to fully funded ministries at full strength, we made commitments to bring quality staff on board 
to strengthen our ministry effectiveness. You prayed along with us during many of the hiring experiences we engaged 
in in 2022, and we are grateful that those prayers have been so well answered by God.  

After thoughtful consideration by the Finance committee, the 2023 budget was blessed and recommended to the 
Church Council for recommendation. The Church Council also spent a period of discernment, prayer, and 
conversation. In its December meeting, the council agreed to move forward with the caveat that there be a quarterly 
assessment of the active budget and how giving is shaping our commitment  to the ministries we have launched. And 
though you will only see the aforementioned caveat in the minutes of that meeting, I distinctly heard several ways that 
we will meet this challenge:  

• Through the quarterly assessments, to guide any necessary actions to course correct our budget in alignment with 
current giving.  

• Through the already consistent and clear communication the ministries participate in within their own groups 
and with each other in the collaborative sessions of our Church Council.  

• Through the excellent communication and upkeep that our office staff provides as liaisons, intermediaries, and 
report builders for our finances.  

• Through engaging in conversations about alternative revenue streams that match our needs.  

Our ministry leaders have committed to careful stewardship of their budgets, and I have every confidence they will. I 
also have confidence that those who have already shared their plans will follow through with them (or update us of 
any needed changes). I also believe 2023 is the year more people will see what we are about, and want to join in. I am 
praying for a year in which we can faithfully take hold of the call God has for this community, and that we will meet 
new friends along the way who will participate in the generous and generative spirit of this community of faith.  

We want you to know that you can comment or ask questions of our Finance team, or any ministry group. We desire 
to be a community that is transparent in how it operates. If you would like to make inquiries of a team or committee, 
you can do so through the church office. We commit to keeping you up to date on how our budget is projecting, and if 
we need to consider course corrections. As with any budget that has faith as a key element, we will move as far 
forward as God will permit us. Finance and Church Council are confident that the combination of the faithful giving of 
our Dove community, the stewardship of our resources by our staff and committees, and the reserves that we have 
built over the past several years will provide for the vision to carry Dove into the future.  

In some ways, this is a “rally the troops” type of moment, I suppose. We are counting on each other, all of us, to meet 
the vision of a budget that assumes and includes growth, with the constantly fluctuating challenges of maintaining 
finances as a nonprofit organization, and even more so, a church in 2023.  I am continually grateful for you. Even if 
you’ve read this entire article and you’ve never dropped a dime in the basket for Dove. If you’re reading this, you’re a 
part of a uniquely called community of God’s grace in the desert southwest.  

Together we meet the challenges of what is ahead, trusting that what God provides for us is enough. Together we will 
share the story of our faith through love, service, music, and more. Together, we will be Grace in Action for our God.  

Blessings on you in this new year.  

–Pastor Dave 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Care Ministry is excited to 
announce a new program, 
GriefShare, being added to our 
ministries to fill a need in our 
congregation and our community.  

After the funeral, when the cards 
and flowers have stopped coming, 
most of the people around you 
return to their normal lives. But 
your grief continues and you feel 
alone. Often, friends and family 
want to help, but don’t know how. 
That’s the reason for GriefShare.  
Our group is led by caring people 
who have experienced grief and 
have successfully rebuilt their lives. 
We understand how you feel 
because we’ve been in the same 
place. We will walk with you on the 
long path through grief toward 
healing and hope for the future. 

GriefShare is a network of 15,000+ 
churches worldwide equipped to 
offer grief support groups.  The 
program is non-denominational 
and features biblical concepts for 
healing from your grief.  Learn 
more about GriefShare at 
www.griefshare.org.  

In March of 2023, we will start the 
GriefShare program at Dove with a 
13-week series of weekly two-hour 
sessions to be held from 10:00 am 
to 12:00 pm on Saturdays. 

Registration will take place on 
March 4, 2023, along with an 
introduction to the program. Each 
session will entail three parts: a 
video seminar, a support group 
discussion, and journaling in your 
workbook. 

See the box at left for more 
information, or contact 
grborgmann@gmail.com. 

Recently, Dove’s Board of Trustees received an unsolicited inquiry from 
Sunrise Montessori School with a request for consideration of a move from 
their current location at 83rd and Deer Valley onto our Dove campus.  
 
Sunrise currently has 73 students ages Pre-K to 6th grade attending their 
program. They would occupy Buildings B, C, and D. If adopted, this change 
will take effect in August 2023 for the start of the 2023-24 school year.  
 
The Board of Trustees has formed a special steering committee sub-team to 
determine the feasibility of this request. We realize this could be a great 
opportunity for Dove to better utilize our space and the additional income 
would greatly help our ongoing ministries.  
 
We will be planning an “All-Church” congregational information meeting in 
January to provide more information on this topic, and we will have an open 
Q & A session during that meeting to solicit feedback and gather any 
concerns the congregation might have. Meantime, in advance of that 
meeting, if you have any immediate input you would like to share, please 
contact the Board of Trustees at Roger.Peckham@cox.net. 

Consideration of Adding a Montessori School Care Ministry Team 

http://www.griefshare.org
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The Steel Magnolias are a Thursday morning women’s Bible study.  They meet in person, in Room 4, with a 
Zoom option. They begin with a time of fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am, with the study portion starting at 10:00. All 
are welcome! If you are interested, please call Nannette Carr or the church office. 

The Mom Squad meets weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 10. The group is currently studying 
Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment (A Study of Luke) by Heather M. Dixon. You are welcome to join no 
matter where you are in your motherhood journey. For more information, contact April Luyt or the church office. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00–10:00 am in Room 
7. The group knits or crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares, and other items to be given to 
Dove members and others in need of comfort.  For information, please contact Mimi Griffiths at 
mimig7852@gmail.com or contact the church office. 

The Dove Quilt Group meets Fridays in Rooms 15-16 at 1:00–4:00 pm. We work on individual quilts and 
projects, so feel free to bring anything you are working on. We have quite a bit of donated fabric we are using for 
the Thrive AZ quilts. Just bring your machine and sewing supplies. You don’t need to sign up but if you have 
questions, contact  Judy Martin at stilljudymartin@gmail.com. We look forward to having you join us.  

Dove Youth Fellowship (7th-12th graders) meets weekly. See the schedule of youth events on page 7. For 
more information contact Michelle Ferguson, youthdir@doveofthedesert.com. 

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am) 
• Bible Basics in Room 12, facilitated by Richard Borgmann 
• Weavers Class in Room 10, facilitated by Carolyn Moody 

• Conversations with God in Room 4, facilitated by Mikki Payne 

Church Work Days – Have you ever wanted to provide service to Dove but only have an hour or two to spare? 
Come help us clean our Dove campus during our Dove Work Days every first Saturday of the month. Our next Work 
Day is Saturday, January 7 from 8:00-11:00 am. Bring your families, neighbors and friends to help! The more 
people we have working, the sooner we can finish the jobs. This counts as a service project for anyone who needs 
service hours. Sign up genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/0c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-dove 

The Little Doves Social Club is a fun group for elementary-age children. The club hosts monthly events such 
as water days, movie watch parties, and game days at the church. For more information, please contact Jen Centner 
or Jan Ramsey (jcramseydove@gmail.com) . 

Day Break Social Mixers  This is a monthly event, with upcoming dates of January 18 and February 15. We 
meet for lunch and fellowship from 11:30 am–2:00 pm. See the ad for January on the following page.  

The Lunch Bunch meets for lunch on the first Thursday of each month at a local restaurant. If you’d like to join 
us, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at ridinzfun@aol.com. It is important to RSVP each month, so we can reserve 
space at the various restaurants. 

mailto:mimig7852@gmail.com
mailto:stilljudymartin@gmail.com
mailto:youthdir@doveofthedesert.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-dove
mailto:ridinzfun@aol.com


If you’re interested in 
experiencing how difficult it is to 
get around the roadblocks upon 
release from incarceration, come 
to our Re-Entry Simulation. You’ll 
be given your own release status 
profile, with requirements to be 
fulfilled immediately upon  
re-entry into the community. As 
you travel to different stations, 
you will understand the 
frustration of fulfilling each task, 
with a limited budget and within 
a society that has changed since 
you were a part of it. 

The Arouet Foundation 
volunteers, who are all formerly 
incarcerated women, will be our 
guides to help us understand the 
challenges they faced upon 
release from prison. This event is 
sponsored by Dove Board of 
Church and Society. It will be held 
January 28, 2023 from 10:00 am 
to noon. For more information 
and to register, please contact 
Sandy Clingenpeel at 
sjclingenpeel@cox.net.  
 

After our simulation experience, 
we will have a light lunch 
to provide us a time of fellowship. 
 
For more information about 
Arouet, please see their website, 
https://arouetempowers.org. 

The committee is happy to announce we are in the planning stage of having 
Anne Green and Judi Smith of the Desert Southwest United Methodist 
Foundation visit Dove of the Desert on Sunday, January 22, 2023. The 
purpose of their visit is to share information about the Dove of the Desert 
United Methodist Church Permanent Endowment Fund and the Desert 
Southwest United Methodist Foundation and to answer questions. They 
have agreed to be available after each of the three worship services. 

Anne Green is the Executive Director of the Desert Southwest Foundation 
and Judi Smith is the Gift Planning Officer. 

Please put this event on your calendar. It is going to be a great opportunity 
to learn more about the Dove of the Desert Permanent Endowment Fund, 
to ask any questions you may have, and maybe become involved with the 
Endowment Fund. 

From the Permanent Endowment Fund Re-Entry Simulation  

mailto:sjclingenpeel@cox.net
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Campfire Sing-Along 
Saturday, February 4 

Remember those days at camp 
when you sat around the fire and 
sang all those great old camp 
songs? Now’s your chance to 
relive those memories.   
 
Mark your calendar for February 
4, when you’ll have a chance to 
settle around the fire at dusk 
(bring your folding chairs and 
flashlights!) after you enjoy a 
delicious chuck wagon cookout 
meal. Then we’ll pull 
out the guitars and 
sing into the night 
all those old 
campfire songs. 
Kumbaya! 

Dove Tales is a monthly publication of  
Dove of the Desert UMC. The staff reserves the 

right to edit all items submitted for publication. 

Halos Youth Choir 

The Halos Youth Choir (grades 7 - 12) will be singing in worship on Sunday, 
January 22, 2023. They’ll be sharing the song “Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)” 
as the prelude music for both the 9:30 and 11 am services. If you would like 

to join us, we’ll be rehearsing this song and many others in the sanctuary at 
12:15 pm on both Sunday, January 8 and Sunday, January 15. See page 7 for a 
full schedule of youth activities. 

Dove Folk Group 

Our Folk Group is looking for YOU to join us! 
 
We are a unique singing group! We don’t require talent,  
we don’t require music training, and we don’t require you 
to read music.  

We DO sing old favorites and we DO  
have great fellowship.   

We are small and would like to grow, 
with your help. 

We meet on Monday nights at 7:00 pm off-campus 
(near 73rd Avenue and Union Hills Drive). 
Call 602-978-3274 for directions. 

Please consider joining us for music fellowship. 
If you don’t want to perform on Sundays, that is fine. 
We just want you to join us. 

A Very Merry Christmas Coffee House 

Our Christmas Coffee House on Friday night, December 16, was a great success! 
Thank you to all who participated! 



Our Condolences to: 

• Pastor Dave & family on the loss of their 
beloved dog, Gaston. 

West District Prayers: 

In January, please pray for:  

• Ajo Federated Church (Pastor Bob Lind) 

• Calvary UMC, Phoenix (Pastor Ian Oliver) 

• Chino Valley UMC (Rev. Robert Gilfert) 

Dove’s Prayer Ministry: 

Please send all prayer requests to Rev. Dr. Tom 
Davitt, doveprayerministry@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone who donated holiday de cor and helped 
us decorate the guys dorm at Thrive AZ on Sunday, December 
3. Residents and Dove volunteers decorated, baked and ate 
cookies, drank hot cocoa and played a few games. We had so 
much fun! Christmas is difficult for many of these young adults 
and Dove helped them create new memories. And all of us will 
have incredibly meaningful memories of this special Christmas 
season. Below are some photos of the fun! 

Holiday Fun at Thrive AZ! 
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